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Introduction: Issue 4  
Aims and Scope 
 
The European Journal of Policing Studies is a peer-reviewed journal that publishes articles addressing 
the topic of policing and police studies in the broad sense. EJPS aims to provide insights into 
contemporary policing debates. It focuses on issues that are of interest to the police and other 
policing actors, and that shape (the future of) policing.  
 
It offers contributions in a broad domain, including contemporary academic (empirical) research on 
policing (by the police as well as other actors), phenomena that may be of interest to policing actors, 
education, policing strategies and styles, accountability and democratic rights, legal and political 
developments and policing policy and practice. 
 
With its primary aim of disclosing European research into, views on and analyses of policing to the 
international community, EJPS wants to reach both policing researchers and practitioners. In its 
ambition to help overcome the language barrier, EJPS aims to disclose research from countries which 
often remain out of sight in publications and also applauds international comparative research. 
 
The Journal concentrates on contributions from European countries, but contributions from other 
countries are also welcomed, if they provide added value for the European context. EJPS aspires to 
have an international reach and the editors aim for inclusion in the Thomson Reuters database (Web 
of Science). It is published four times a year, aiming for a combination of mixed issues (dealing with 
several topics, consisting of proactive submissions) and special issues (focused on a specific theme 
and hosted by one or more guest editor(s)). 
 
EJPS offers quick but thorough review procedures through the expert guidance of an international 
editorial board and invites authors to submit their articles through the online web application. 
In this fourth issue, EJPS presents a new feature: “Country Updates”, providing readers with the 
latest news on police, policing and police research in each country or region that is connected to the 
journal through our board of regional editors.  
 
 
Current Issue  
 
This issue of the European Journal of Policing Studies focuses on two topics: police cooperation and 
international policing. The articles by Janssens and Hufnagel were provided to us with the help of 
prof. Monica den Boer (Academic Dean Msc Policing, Police Academy of The Netherlands).  
 
Gavin Boyd and Gordon Marnoch (Ireland) open this issue with a discussion of a type of international 
police policy transfer, being the mentoring of Afghan National Police officers by former officers from 
Northern Ireland. Based on interviews with former Irish police officers that were involved in the 
policy transfer as mentors, the authors conclude that the lack of an effective bureaucracy (e.g. the 
lack of record keeping mentality, the absence of bureaucratic institutions and behavioural norms) to 
support policing in Afghanistan was the major obstacle. The authors also comment on the lack of 
knowledge of Western society on the Afghan culture, an issue that also hinders translation of policy.  
In her article on police cooperation between the EU and Australia, Saskia Hufnagel (United 
Kingdom/Australia) focuses on legal harmonisation and mutual recognition. The author makes a 
thorough analysis of the legal frameworks that are needed for these processes, complemented with 
interviews with practitioners. The comparison between the EU and Australia shows a number of 
parallels but also points at differences regarding political structure and potential for uniform 
legislation or formal cooperation possibilities. These differences have become so distinct that we can 
speak of two different systems of police cooperation. Hufnagel emphasises the need to communicate 
these differences and to be open about the dissimilarity between law in the books and law in action.  
 
Jelle Janssens’ article (Belgium) discusses extensive field research that was carried out with regard to 
the EU mission in Kosovo (launched in 2008), focusing on the programmatic approach on police 
reform. The challenges that this approach is confronted with, are discussed, with an emphasis on the 
difficulties related to the recruitment of high-quality and well-trained staff, a high staff-turnover and 
the diversity in practices and approaches. Janssens describes how ‘local ownership’ is central to the 
EU mission, implying provision of training, advise and mentorship of local police agents to enable 
them to conduct their own reforms. However, due to problems in recruiting, high turnovers of EU 
seconded staff and diverse practices, these goals are not that easily achieved.  
 
In the final article of this issue, Jenni Niemi, Iina Sahramäki and Pirjo Jukarainen (Finland) go into the 
complexity of collaboration between the police and other authorities in Finland. By means of three 
research projects (on irregular migration, environmental crime and organized, transnational crime), 
they show that the police consider information exchange and other types of cooperation as a 
substantial part of crime prevention today. Still, the structural basis of inter-organizational networks 
is largely missing, making collaboration and cooperation often an ad hoc, case-based phenomenon. 
The authors try to assess what this implies for knowledge creation and which challenges these 
mechanisms of cooperation encompass.  
 
Next to these four articles, country updates are presented for Belgium, England & Wales, Germany, 
Norway and Slovenia.  
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